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in existence. There was, and still is, reason to hope, though
difficulties of finance may cause delay in fulfilment, that many
institutions most valuable to Delhi as a centre of learning,
research and culture would spring up in the new capital. I
refer to institutions such as museums, libraries, central research
institutes and the like. Already in the capital area Sir Aurel
Stein's collection provides material to study the history and
civilization of a dynasty which but for his intrepid spirit of
travel and discovery would have remained a sealed book to the
students. No less inspiring are the older associations which
surround us.

In the vestiges of former kingdoms and empires we see at Delhi
on all sides, there is priceless material for those who wish to learn
of the past, of its art, its history, its literature and its civilization.
If environment has, indeed, its alleged influence, the Delhi
University should produce scholars, for around it are abundant
signs of the scholarships of the past ages, and our students will
walk in the cloisters where the feet of other scholars in other
centuries have trod. History is there for the reading on the
face of the country. From Kila Rai Prithora, which holds
the visible remains of the old Hindu kingdoms and from the
Asoka pillars, a chain of monuments of the successive Mahomedan
dynasties lead us to the beginning of British Rule. The libraries
of Humayun and Dara Shikoh still exist to remind us that
literature was the pastime and pleasure of Emperors and of
their sons. The tomb of the Chisti Saint at Nizam ud din Aulia
marks the honour which the past paid to great students of
divinity and religious teachers. Nor is science unrepresented.
In the centre of our new capital the periphery of Jai Singh's
Observatory rears its fantastic shape and records the progress
attained by him in observing the movements of the planetary
bodies in the hemispheres nearly three hundred years ago.

We may also hope for such healthy stimulus at Delhi from
communications with the learned men of other countries in the
future. There is scarcely a traveller of distinction in the world
on a visit to India who omits to make a sojourn at Delhi, It is
here they hope to study the evolutions of the past and to examine
the nerve centre of a new and changing India. I look forward
to the day when they will find in our University a peaceful and
congenial atmosphere of knowledge and friendly help that will
enable them to progress with the particular subject of study, and
I know how much we may expect to gain from communion with
them. I wish now to sound a note more personal to myself.